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an effort to separate some part of the West from the
Union is a question which, if it was ever definitely
determined in Burr's own mind, was determined,
we may be sure, quite independently of any moral
or patriotic considerations.

Burr's activities after his term of public office
ended in March, 1805, were devious, complicated,
and purposely veiled, involving many men and
spread over a large territory.1 Near Marietta
on an island in the Ohio River, Burr came upon
Harman Blennerhassett, a genial Irishman living
in a luxurious and hospitable mansion which was
making a heavy drain upon his already diminished
resources. Here Burr, by his charm of manner and
engaging conversation, soon won from the simple
Irishman his heart and his remaining funds. lie
also made the island both a convenient rendez-
vous for his adherents in his ambitious schemes
and a starting point for his own extended ex-
peditions, which took him during the hitter part
of this year to Natchez, Nashville, St. Louis, Vin-
cennes, Cincinnati., and Philadelphia, and back
to Washington.

In the summer of 1800 Burr turned westward

1 An account of the Burr conspiracy will be found in Jeff mum and
his Colleagues, by Allen Johnson (in The Chronicles of Amermi).